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LB?03 calls fora case
managerin some child
welfare cases to referafamily
to home visiting services

when they have a child below
the age of 2.

Including home visiting as a
consideration for the case
manager will ensure that 1)
families get the support they
need, and 2) home visiting
programs are able to draw
down federal funding to
support young families and
sustain their programs.

Personal and societal benefits
make home visiting highly cost
effective, producing a

$1.80-$5.70

return for each dollarinvested’

LB903

Home Visiting Referrals

What is Home Visiting?

Evidence-based home visiting services support the well-being of
families and promote the healthy physical, social and cognitive
development of young children. These voluntary programs are free to
families and pair them with trained nurses, early childhood educators
and other professionals who provide tailored services to help them
reach their goalsin child development, family health, parent-child
relationships, schoolreadiness and more.

Benefits of home visiting programs include:

® Healthier pregnancies and improved maternal care.

®  Fewerincidents of child maltreatment, emergency roomvisits
and calls to the Child Protective Services hotline.

®  Stronger parenting skills and parent-child relationships.

®» Betteracademic andsocial outcomes for children.

Home Visiting in Nebraska

Families and young children in Nebraska may access home visiting
services through three collaborative organizations: Nebraska-
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting (N-MIECHV), Head
Start/Early Head Start and Sixpence. Together, these organizations
deliverhome visiting programsin 76 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.?

The largest source of funding forhome visiting in Nebraska is the
Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) federal
grant. Additional sources of funding include Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA),
Nebraska State funding and private dollars.

FFPSA funds provide significant support to keep familiesintactin
child welfare cases - and away from involvement in the court system.
However, home visiting programs have a challenge drawing down
these funds because referral of a family for the programis required to
come from the case managerin the alternative response case, witha
referralidentifying them as “at-risk” of courtinvolvement. Only when a
referral comes from the case manager can FFPSA funds be accessed
to support home visiting services for a family. Therefore, thisreferral is
crucial to the ability to access FFPSA financial support.



“We know what outcomes taxpayers can expect from our investments in MIECHV because
funding is only provided for models and interventions that have proven results... [MIECHV
is] fact-based and evidence-based, and I think it’s a model for other parts of government.”

Representative Adrian Smith, Nebraska 3rd Congressional District

Why is LB903 important?

» LB903 calls for areferral to home visiting services for families at risk of court involvement by including

home visiting as a consideration for the case manager for alternative response cases.

®»  Researchshows that evidence-based home visiting programs have a positive impact on arange of
health and developmental outcomes for families and young children.

®»  Byincluding home visiting as an option that case managers can considerin alternative response cases,
LB203 will ensure home visiting agencies are able to draw down federal funds that will help more
familiesreceive these evidence-based programs in Nebraska.

Statewide Home Visiting Initiatives
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